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The Buddha Hall of Wat Bhathart-
Lampang-Luang: The Case Study of Art
Conservation’s Problem in Thailand.

Surachai Jongjithgam

Lecturer, Division of Thai Art, Department of Thai Art, Faculty of Fine Arts,

Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, Thailand.

ABSTRACT

The conservation of the painting, made in 16" century, at the Buddha Hall
of Bhathart-Lampang-Luang unwittingly led to its damage. This is the case
study of art conservation’s problem in Thailand, especially the incapability
of keeping its originality. The ad hoc solution is to preserve its original
conditions by detaching and placing it with the copied one. This also shows
us the problem of the style of art conservation of Thai government by hiring
the inefficient private company. The long- term solutions are to be careful
in choosing the company and to undertake the project partially by the
government agency. The government should also produce enough experts

in art conservation.

Keywords: Art Conservation, Wat Prathart Lampang-Luang, Buddhism
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