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(2) Introduction y
In 1794 King Kawila and his family repaired an old wooden

Buddha footprint (Buddhapada) that was kept in Wat Phra Sing,

Chiang Mai. At present it is on exhibition in the Chiang Mai

National Museum.

Actually it is a quadruple footprint representing the

Buddha Gotama and his 3 immediate predecessors: Kakusandha,

45 (8
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hoqégamana, and Kassapa. This highly artistic and precious
niece of workmanship is made of a wood board about 2 meters
tall. Along the rim and surrounding the footprint are ornaments
painted with gold“on black lacquer. Within the footprint are
depicted a big cakka or wheel and a map of the Buddhist cosmos.
The map is mostly composed of pictures of the 108 auspicious
marks (mangala lakkhana) of a superior being (mahapurisa). Many
of the pictured details of the cosmos have short explanatory
legends. The footprint and the legends are made of tiny pieces
of mother-of-pearl incrusted in red lacquer. For details, see

"The Buddhapada of Wat Phra Sing" in the Appendix.

A record of the repairs made in 1794 under King Kawila is
written on the back of the footprint. The text is written in
Tham letters of the Lan Na —ariety and in the Thai Yuan dialect,

with a short introductory sentence in Pali.
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Phra Sing and the monk Pannyawachira (Panna-
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vajira) from the village Ban Nongs Khwai bring
the damaged Buddhapada (Buddha footprint)
before King Kawila and request his assistance
for its restoration.

The king, two of his brothers, their
families and relatives, and all the people,
come to venerate the footprint. Then craftsmen
are called to repair it.

Note

For the inscriptions on the front side of
the Buddhapada, see 1.2.2.1 Wat Phra Sing.
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(2) Introduction

In 1794 King Kawila and his family repaired a precious old
wooden Buddha footprint, or Buddhapada, which then was kept in
Wat Phra Sing, Chiang Mai. The footprint is at present on
exhibition in the Chiang Mai National Museum. For the story of

the repairs see above inscription 1.2.2.1 Wat Phra Sing 1794.

It is a quadruple Buddhapada, with the footprints of t.he
last four Buddhas, Kakusandha, Koqékamana, Kassapa and Gotama,
placed one above the other, Gotama’s footprint on top. From the
position of the 3-jointed toes it is apparent that this here is

a left footprint.

The Buddhapada is made of a wood board, about 2 meters high
and 90 centimeters large. Around the footprint proper is an
ornamental design of gold that is painted on black lacquers; the
footprint itself has a background of red lacquer inlaid with

mother-of-pearl.

Within the Buddhapada are shown the usual cakka "wheel” and
the 108 auspicious marks or signs of a great man, mahapurisa-
lakkhana or maﬁgalalakkhaqa. However, here these marks are
arranged as essential elements in a map of the Buddhist cosmos
and not, as is usual, in geometrical rows. Above are the heavens
of Rupaloka and Kamaloka, below is the Sineru mountain which is
surrounded by the ocean, and the border mountains of the
universe. The whole map is filled with pictures of gods in their

various superimposed heavens, with palaces t(pasada), animals and
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other items. Many of the pictures are accompanied by short
explanatory legends. These are written in Tham script of the Lan
Na variety and in the Pali or Thai Yuan languages. But the name
of the 16th and highest heaven of Rupaloka is written in north
Indian Pala letters.’ The letters are also made of little inlaid

pieces of mother-of-pearl.

On the whole, the Buddhapada is a typical Lan Na product.
What makes it different from other Lan Na footprints is the
arrangement of the 108 auspicious signs as a map of the cosmos
and the mother-of-pearl inlay work, an art form practised in

China and other countries, also in the Ayuthaya kingdon.

The date when the footprint was made is not indicated. The
shape of most letters suggests the period 1450-1600 but sonme
letters look older and even resemble the later Mon letters of
Hariphunchai (Lamphun), for instance W, @, n, &, and the tail

of the subscript u.

The orthography is typical Thai Yuan except for the word
brah wiz which twice is spelled /w7z/ instead of the usual
/W3i/. The orthography /ws%/ was used by the Yuan when writing in
Fak Kham letters and we do not remember having seen it in Lan
Na’s Tham script. Possibly the narrow space did not allow to
place /9/ ("ra hong, ra wong") 3 times on top of each other:
/UﬂﬂwﬁswﬁﬁﬂﬁAﬂutﬂﬂf
/UMNUWIUNT L AAIRUW/

ZUMUTELUNTINNAYT LI/

The diacritical marker mai han akat lii¥iuaan1d occurs 3

times (/an”, unud, QUﬁ/3. Its orthodox position over and even
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after the last consonant is still the same as that of its pre-
decessor, the Mon virama, which in the Lamphun Mon inscriptions
is placed over the closing consonant of the syllable. In the
course of time the mai han akat shifted to the left, to a place
in between the consonants, and at present is written over the
first consonant..4 It was no longer written over the last

consonant since shortly after 1550.

The language of the explanatory legends to the pictures is
Thai Yuan as can be seen from spellings such as /A6, BTN,

AaadnuaTaIATY, AnanauyuA, nTIn, AuuT, Ju/.

The various pictures on the Buddhapada remind one of Chiang
Mai in around 1450 (Wat Jet vot) and of Yunnan in China, for
instance the robes of the devata and the style of the palaces

(pasada).

All of the above suggests that the footprint probably was
nade in Lan Na’s golden age or not long afterwards, between

about 1400-1550, by artists who included Yunnanese elements.

The Buddhapada hardly was crafted in later times because
all of the letters are of an old shape. If they had been made
much more recently in imitation of old letters, a tell-tale slip
should have occurred at one point. Besides, the footprint was
already so much damaged in 1794 that it needed repairss; this too

points to a high age.
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The Buddha image Phra sila also has an inscription in Pala

letters. See above inscription 1.2.2.1 Wat Chiang Man.

See footnote 2.
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