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Mural Paintings at Wat Buak Krok Luang
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Mural Paintings at Wat Buak Krok Luang

ost of the mural paintings
discovered in the north of
Thailand are works since the reign of
King Rama V. The only mural pain-
ting discovered to be from an earlier
period (Ayutthaya) was found in the
wihan Nam Tam in Wat Phra That
Lampang Luang, Lampang. Other
paintings from periods earlier than
the reign of King Rama V cannot
be found on Buddhist edifices but
they appear in other forms. For
example, a cloth painting called a
pra bot was found rolled up in an
ancient chedi (stupa) in Hod District,
Chiang Mai. This is now kept at the
National Gallery, Bangkok. There
is also a painting on the wall of the
tunnel of Wat U-mong, Chiang Mai.
Two well-known mural pain-
tings by Lanna muralists are found
on the walls of the wihan at Wat
Pra Sing, Chiang Mai and Wat Phu-
min, Nan. These have been pub-
licized in print in many places in-
cluding in The Mural Paintings of
Thailand Series by Muang Boran.
Muang Boran had experts copy
images and scenes from the mural
paintings on the walls of the wihan
of Wat Buak Krok Luang, Chiang
Mai, more than a decade ago.
Mural paintings at Wat Buak Krok
Luang compared to central region
mural paintings
1. Mural paintings in central
region temples are found in the
ubosot (ordination hall) and the wihan
(assembly hall). The muralists made
use of the spaces between windows
to depict scenes from the life of the
Lord Buddha and the Jataka tales,
the Ten Lives of the Lord Buddha.
The bays above the windows, which
are usually large because of the very
large size of the ubosot and the
wihan, depict the scenes from the

life of the Lord Buddha or rows of
celestial assembly.

Alternatively, the mural pain-
tings in the wihan of Wat Buak
Krok Luang are executed on the
side walls, which are not very high
and depict the same story from the
top of the walls downward, going
around the few windows. The bay
does not appear to be very big.

2. The mural paintings at Wat
Buak Krok Luang are framed with
thick rectangular decorative friezes,
making the narrow bay even nar-
TOWEr.

3. Both Lanna and central
region mural paintings use tempera
technique. The differences lie in
subject matters and painting tradi-
tions. For example, in Lanna mural
paintings the roof ornaments on
palaces are sometimes painted in
Burmese style, making the paintings
seem similar to late Pagan style.
This shows the significant influence
of the Burmese painting style over
Lanna paintings. As it was ruled
by Burma for a considerable period
of time, the Lanna Kingdom assi-
milated a lot of Burmese arts and
cultures.

4. The depiction of sin tao
lines to mark the separation of each
scene, are found in both paintings.
However the sin tao lines portrayed
on the paintings at Wat Buak Krok
Luang are not zigzag lines, a tra-
dition typical for the paintings of
the central region.

5. As well, the background
of the palace, representing the sky,
is painted black. This is a unique
characteristic of Lanna mural pain-
tings.

6. The colours in Lanna pain-
tings are much brighter than those
in central region paintings. This

is because, like bark paper painting
technique, white is applied first as
a foundation. The technique is the
same as water-colour painting, where
spaces for colour are left. Dark
colours are done last. Conversely,
the paintings of the Rattanakosin
Period have dark colour applied as
foundation, to show earth, moun-
tains, trees, etc. Figures are painted
last, on the dark background. This
explains why the paintings at Wat
Buak Krok Luang show white spaces
which are defining lines between
each scene and details, making the
whole painting sharp and bright.
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