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Folk Mural Paintings of Lampang

Phanuphong Laohasom

Murals in Lampang Province painted in the twentieth
century are found both in town and the country. The mural
paintings in the two areas are different in style. The urban style,
which are the works of the early twentieth century, reflect the
Burmese painting style in details of human figures and Bur-
mese-style palaces. Besides this, some reflect the influence of
Central Thai painting, particularly in the depiction of figure in
dramatic poses and palaces with Central Thai architecture.

Rural style, on the other hand, are mostly the work of the
mid twentieth century. It was found that they were influenced
by urban painting styles. Figures are depicted in dramatic
poses and palaces show Central Thai architectural features.
These elements may be seen in the mural paintings at Wat
Na Saeng in Ko Kha District.

Some rural murals reflect the Burmese-influenced style of
urban mural paintings, such as the murals at Wat Sop Li in Chae
Hom District, while others were influenced by the Central Thai
style such as the murals at Wat Ban Ko in Wang Nua District.
However, they also reflect a folk touch and local colour in the
rendition of lines in black by using a brush, making them more
like drawings than paintings.

However, rural mural paintings, while not as finely execu-
ted, are filled with fun and display a sense of humour. They look
naive and lovely. The stories depicted in the paintings are taken
from popular folk tales as well as such typical sources as the

life of the Lord Buddha and the Vessantara Jataka.
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