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Mural Paintings of Wihan Luang of
Wat Phra That Lampang Luang

Kings and nobleman are attired in various

down almost to the ground and below the eave,
there is a wooden partition to provide protection
from heat and wind. This partition is installed all
around the building but does not reach the floor.
The inner side of the partition carries mural pain-
tings. Examples are found in Wihan Nam Taem and
Wihan Luang at Wat Phra That Lampang Luang
in Lampang Province.

The paintings on the partition at Wihan Luang
have captions written in the Lan Na script which
state that they are scenes from the Ten Lives of
the Lord Buddha, the Life of the Lord Buddha, and
the Lan Na version of the Ramakien.

The murals are quite rich in detail. Details of
particular interest are those showing the people’s
way of life, for these are useful in dating the pain-

tings when dates are lacking.

kinds of dress, such as Chinese, Burmese, or Western
style, and some are attired as divine beings. Some
details suggest fashions of people in Bangkok
during the reign of King Rama V, such as wearing
Western-style mustaches and short hair parted in
the middle.

Another interesting feature is a depiction of
the Siamese National flag with a white elephant on
a red foundation, which was used in prior to 1917.
It is thus possible to date the painting to before
1917. This is supported by other evidence, namely,
a photograph of H.R.H. Prince Damrong Rajanu-
bhap, Minister of the Interior, during his official
visit to Lampang in 1920. This group photograph
was taken at one side of Wihan Luang in which
mural paintings can be seen on the inner side of

the partition on the opposite side.
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