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Ethnic groups from Burma
(Myanmar) and the creation of

a common “Burmese-ness”
through mural paintings in Lanna

Thanyarat Apiwong

Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai University

ABSTRACT

This paper examines how and why ethnic groups from Myanmar,
who moved into Northern Thailand during the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, preferred to represent their sense of
“Burmese-ness” using the styles and traditions of Burmese art in
their mural paintings. It not only reflects how the ethnic groups
created a Burmese cultural identity but also how it shaped
Thai perceptions of these groups as ‘Burmese’ (Chao phama).
The study found that ethnic groups were not concerned with

accurately representing their cultural identity when in the Thai
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sphere. Burmese migrants, such as Burman, Mon, Pa-O (Taungthu)
and Shan, who were the patrons of monasteries, reproduced
and effectively supported the art of the Burmese court in the
Konbaung (Mandalay) style as their material culture in both
Burmese and Thai monasteries. Their political identity as
‘British Burmese subjects’ constituted another significant reason for

ethnic groups to patronize Burmese material culture in Thai society.

Keywords : Burmese, Burma/Myanmar, Ethnicity, Mural Paintings,

Lanna, monasteries in Northern Thailand
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